
How Can I Learn More
and Get Involved?
Books and Other Resources

Blue Gold; Barlow, M. & Clark, T., 2002.

Cadillac Desert: the American West and its
Disappearing Water; Reisner, M., 1993.

Cochabamba!: Water Rebellion in Bolivia;
Olivera, O. and Lewis, T., 2004.

Pillar of Sand: Can the Irrigation Miracle
Last? Postel, S., 1999.

Plain Talk about Drinking Water, 4th ed.;
Symons, J., 2001.

Water Wars: Privatization, Pollution and
Profit; Shiva, V., 2002.

Useful Websites

Save America's Water;
www.saveamericaswater.com

The Groundwater Foundation;
www.groundwater.org
American Ground Water Trust; www.agwt.org

Department of Natural Resources Drinking Wa-
ter and Groundwater; www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/
water/dwg
Environmental Protection Agency; www.epa.gov/
safewater
World Wildelife Foundation; www.panda.org/
about_wwf/what_we_do/freshwater

National Resources Defense Council;
www.nrdc.org/water/drinking

H2O Use Water Safety Home; www.h2ouse.org Brochure prepared by
WNPJ Corporate

Accountability Task
Group
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About the Wisconsin
Network for Peace and

Justice (WNPJ)
The purpose of WNPJ is to facilitate activi-
ties, cooperation, and communication among
Wisconsin organizations and individuals
working toward the creation of a world free
from violence and injustice.

The Corporate Accountability Task Group
(CATG) was created to better focus, educate,
and organize our shared work for economic
justice. The CATG also offers community
workshops and produces other resource ma-
terials including a 100 page packet on Cor-
porate Accountability available for $13 from
the WNPJ office.

For information about:

Joining WNPJ

working with the CATG

purchasing an annual Directory of WNPJ Orga-
nizations

attending the Annual Assembly in October

attending the Steering Committee meeting of or-
ganizational representatives in April

Contact WNPJ at:

WNPJ
122 State Street, #402
Madison, WI  53703
Phone: 608-250-9240

Email: info@wnpj.org

Web: www.wnpj.org

The first medicine is a clean cup of water.
—HenryCrow Dog

Lakota oral tradition

The wars of the next century will be about
water.

—Ismail Serageldin
Vice President of the World Bank

WNPJ Organizations Working
on Water Issues

Churches' Center for Land and People
(CCLP), Tony Ends, 4200 COunty Hwy M,
Middleton, WI 53562; phone: 608-831-9319;
email: cclp@tds,net

Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger
(CSWAB); Laura Olah, E12629 Weigand's Bay
South, Merrimac, WI 53561; phone: 608-643-
3124; email: info@cswab.org; Web:
www.cswab.org

Concerned Citizens of Newport, Inc., Hiroshi
Kanno, N9947 Thompson, Wisconsin Dells, WI
53965; phone: 608-253-7266; email:
HIROK8@aol.com

Social Justice Council, First Unitarian
Society,  Wendy Cooper, 900 University Bay Dr,
Madison, WI  53705; phone: 608-233-6079 ext
25; email: wendy@fusmadison.org

Wisconsin Green Party,  Ginny Bormann, P.O.
Box 1701, Madison, WI 53701-1701; phone: 608-
204-7336; email:mail@wisconsingreenparty.org;
Web: www.wisconsingreenparty.org

Wisconsin Resources Protection Council, Al
Gedicks, 210 Avon Street, #4, La Crosse, WI
54603; phone: 608-784-4399; email:
gedicks.al@uwlax.edu; Web: www.wrpc.net

Women’s International League for Peace and
Freedom, Lea Zeldin, 5705 Forsythia Pl,
Madison, WI  53705; phone: 608-238-5740;
email: LZ14@juno.com; Web: www.wilpf.org

“The not-so intelligent life on Mars
wasted what little they had, too!”

         

 WATER
        A Public Right,
Not a Private Commodity



What are the problems regarding
water?

•     The quality of our drinking water is deterio-
rating

Water - fresh drinking water free of pollutants and
pathogens - is essential to life.  Yet we are faced ev-
eryday with alarming reports documenting the risks
to our drinking water.  Arsenic, radium, and mer-
cury poison water sources.  Fertilizers, pesticides and
leaking landfills pollute the groundwater.
Crytosporidium is found in urban water systems.

•     The supply of water is limited

However plentiful water seems today, we are run-
ning out! The World Resource Institute warns that
the world's need for water is likely to become one of
the most pressing resource issues of the 21st century.
Less than one percent of the Earth's water is fresh-
water available for drinking, irrigation and industry.
The World Bank predicts that by 2050 two-thirds of
the world's population will run short of fresh drink-
ing water.

•     This public resource is being privatized

Historically water has been a part of the Global Com-
mons, belonging to all - a human right.  Now many
corporations are gaining ownership or control and
using this resource for private profit.  An ecologi-
cally sound, water sustainable future will not be
achieved if water is on the open market.  All nature
must have water to live, so we must protect it as part
of a living system.

•     Conflicts over water may become violent

The use of water as a military tool has been present
throughout history.  Tensions between nations and
users over shared scarce resources are present. Pro-
tecting “private” sources may also result in protests
and counter measures.

Use of Water on the Planet

The following pie chart shows the major uses of wa-
ter on Earth.

Industry 
20-25%

Agriculture 
65-70%

Domestic 
Use 8-
10%

Corporations and Water

• Bottled water/beverages have become ubiquitous
world wide partly because water in many parts
of the world is unsafe to drink.  However, even
in countries like the U.S. where the quality of
tap water is very good, the sale of bottled water
is increasing as corporations succeed in manu-
facturing desire for "designer" waters.

• Multi-national corporations such as Vivendi,
Suez, Nestle and Unilever, with help from the
World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund, have privatized what were public systems.

• A proposal in Congress, the Water Quality Fi-
nancing Act, would make federal assistance for
water systems in the U.S. conditional on recipi-
ents' consideration of privatization.

• Our public water infrastructure is at risk. The
Water Infrastructure Network estimates an ad-
ditional 23 billion dollars a year in the U.S. is
needed to keep making necessary improvements
over the next twenty years.  With this kind of
financial demand on local governments, the pub-
lic systems will be vulnerable to privatization.

The following pie chart shows average household
uses of water in the U.S.

Toilet
30%

Laundry
20%

Cooking
10%

Cleaning
5%

Bathing
35%

3. Reduce storm water runoff in your own yard. Use
native plants, build a rain garden, collect rainwater
in a barrel and use it for watering plants.

4. Join a local group that restores wetlands, protects
watershed and removes dams in a comprehensive
bioregional approach.

5. Demand government budgets that provide adequate
funds for the whole public water system, including
replacement of the aging infrastructure.

6. Monitor state committees to watchdog their rec-
ommendations and potential legislative actions. Par-
ticipate in the hearings.

7. Press corporations and agricultural interests to
reduce their water use by 50% in 5 years.  There are
proven techniques to reduce usage, for example, re-
claiming polluted water and using drip irrigation.

8. Demand that polluters pay for clean-up costs of
the pollution that they create.

9. Present information to civic groups and press for
signature to the treaty Initiative to Share and Protect
the Global Water Commons.

What is Wrong with Bottled Water?

Market Forces will never protect the basic right to
clean water.  Nestle owns Perrier, Dannon owns
Evian, Coke owns Dasani, Pepsi owns Ice Moun-
tain. There is no evidence that these private prod-
ucts are superior to our public systems of water de-
livery.  In fact, massive direct pumping for bottled
drinks concentrates heavy metals and destroys natu-
ral habitats.  Corporate behavior to maximize profits
leads to less accountability for the impact on the en-
vironment, community or workers.

In Wisconsin

We must protect the Great Lakes Basin from overuse
and mismanagement.  The Great Lakes should be
treated and protected as a nonrenewable resource
because only 1% is replenished each year.  Wiscon-
sin, as one of the eight Great Lakes states and two
Canadian provinces who have signed the Great Lakes
Charter Annex Agreement in 2001, must work to
make that agreement binding on all parties.

Dams created for power or recreational development
are disrupting natural flows of water.  This in turn
disrupts the natural water cycles, fish migration and
the ecology of estuaries. Not only people need water.

An estimated 40% of all wells in the Lake Mendota
watershed have unsafe nitrate levels due to agricul-
tural contamination. An estimated 20% of all wells
in Outagamie and Winnebago counties contain dan-
gerous levels of arsenic. According to a 2000 DATCP
study, an estimated 38% of WI wells contain at least
one pesticide.

What can we do about this?

1. Drink your public water. If there are documented
defects in your tap water, insist your local officials
eliminate the chemical or biological pollution at the
source. For the short term, use a home or workplace
filter on your tap.

2. Conserve water. Stop any leaks, use conservation
showerheads and toilets, minimize water use when
washing dishes or brushing teeth.


