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In This Issue - Call this Justice?
In this issue, we explore the tragedy of our prison system, and the good work of WNPJ member groups in this
area. Richard Ralston asks if the actions and attitudes of “free people” - as he calls those of us not in prison -
would be more enlightened if we listened to the voices of those on the inside. Many of us are familiar with the
writings from prison of Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela, but how many of us, when we listen to the blues,
or rock and roll, remember the debt these art forms owe to the incarcerated? Professor Ralston has taught
generations of UW-Madison law students to be more aware of these subtexts and what they have to tell us. Judith
Adrian’s work began very close to home: the journals her father wrote while in prison for aggravated assault
impelled her to seek out the voices of others behind bars. She is currently working on a book with DarRen Morris,
a prisoner in Waupun. Linda Ketcham, Director of Madison-area Urban Ministry, writes of the radical nature of the
parable of the good Samaritan, which answers the provocative question “who are our neighbors?” A stark sum-
mary, and a startling accusation, are found in Michelle Alexander’s book, “The New Jim Crow”, reviewed here by
Karen Reece. Lastly, we hear from other WNPJ member groups raising important issues in their communities.

When the Caged Birds Sing, Who Listens?
R. D. Ralston, University of Wisconsin-Madison

If inmate voices could be heard and
consulted, would the attitudes and poli-
cies of free people be different? What
are the artists, essayists, poets, perform-
ers, and bluesmen telling us via narra-
tives and other media from their captive
spaces? And what ought free people to
learn about prison culture and about
course corrections for re-entry and pre-
release strategies?

The absence of these voices is exem-
plified by the Scottsboro case, the noto-
rious Alabama rape case of the 1930s,
featuring nine school drop outs. The
Scottsboro defendants served a total of
130 years in jail or prison, though all were
later cleared of the charges wrongfully

brought against them. Though reports
about their appeals, reversals, and retri-
als dominated American newspapers
with second-hand narratives throughout
the 1930s, the voices of the Scottsboro
“boys” were ignored throughout much
of their ordeal. One of them, Hayward
Patterson, wrote a told-to account, as did
Clarence Norris, the last paroled in 1946,
who remained angry and dismayed by
both the silence of free people and their
failure to hear the voices of the impris-
oned.

Martin Luther King, Jr. despaired over
breaking the silence of the powerful.
From his Birmingham jail cell following
an arrest for protesting (“parading”)
without a permit, Reverend King ob-
served, “We will have to repent in this
generation not merely for the hateful
words and actions of the bad people but
for the appalling silence of the good
people.”

The difficulty of reconnecting with the
community was a concern for Nelson
Mandela. After a quarter century of im-
prisonment, he identified as the moments
of greatest pain and sadness the unat-

tended “death of my mother” and sub-
sequently the “death of my eldest son in
a car accident.” He had been kept from
attending either funeral, causing him to
conclude in another interview that,
“wounds that can’t be seen are more
painful than those that can be seen and
cured by a doctor.”

Kenyan writer Ngugi wa Thiongo ob-
served in the context of his imprisonment
that the prisoner is “expected to become
socially responsible but is given no
chance to do so.” Ngugi also wrote of
prisoners:

He is told when to wake up, eat
and sleep; his letters are censored,
his visitors sharply limited—his
days are spent either in crushing
idleness or at jobs that do not ex-
ist in the “free world,” such as
making license plates for a few
cents’ pay an hour.

All of these themes can be heard in
the works of a legion of frequently
anonymous, barely literate folk artists
who may be called blues narrators. The
blues narrators gave voice to convicts’

See Caged Birds, page 3
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2011 WNPJ BOARD
OFFICERS

• Jim Draeger, Chair, Milwaukee
   262-370-7709  jim@wnpj.org
• Mary Beth Schlagheck, Vice-chair, Windsor
   608-846-7924  mbspeace1@charter.com
• Barbara E. Munson, Secretary, Mosinee
  715-571-9296  Barb@munson.net
• Jennifer First, Treasurer, Madison
  608-469-5687  jfirst@sys-seminar.com
*******************************************
• Bill Christofferson, Past-chair, Milwaukee
   414-486-9651, xofferson@wi.rr.com

          MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

• Monica Adams, Madison
  414-430-1321 adams4730@gmail.com
• Chuck Baynton, Whitefish Bay
  414-961-1467  cbaynton@gmail.com
• Cindy Breunig, Madison
  608-219-0782  cindyvoces@gmail.com
• Steve Carlson, Trego
  715-635-6416  carlsonbbv@gmail.com
• Renee Crawford, Milwaukee
  414-331-8907, rcrwfd@gmail.com
• Todd Dennis, Madison
  715-533-2887  todd@ivaw.org
• Al Gedicks, LaCrosse
  608-784-4399  gedicks.al@uwlax.edu
• Zohreh Ghavamshahidi, Whitewater
  608-230-6664, ghavamsz@yahoo.com
• Joe Hill, Milwaukee
  414-207-3960  stensler01@gmail.com
• Marjie Jessup, Milton
  608-868-2660  miltonmago1949@yahoo.com
• Chris Kuehnel, Cleveland
  920-693-3141  cqnel@vetsforpeacesheboygan.org
• Tom McGrath, Wausau
  715-842-1075  tommcgrath1@gmail.com
• Janet Parker, Madison
   608-257-2748 janetparker8@gmail.com
• Carl Sack, Duluth
  715-919-0214  northlandiguana@gmail.com
• Stefania Sani, Madison
  608-217-2248 stefania@wnpj.org
• Matt Stewart, LaCrosse
  608-498-9903  megiziii@yahoo.com
• Cecelia Zarate-Laun, Madison
  608-257-8753  csn@igc.org

Newsletter Editor - Sheila Spear - sspear@wisc.edu

                    STAFF

•••••          Diane Farsetta, Executive Director diane@wnpj.org

••••• Judy Miner, Office Coordinator  info@wnpj.org

•••••     Steve Burns, Program Director  outreach@wnpj.org

•••••     Steve Books, Vets for Peace - books24u@aol.com

To reach the office, phone:  608-250-9240  or
mail: 122 State Street, #405A, Madison, WI 53703

The Wisconsin Network for Peace
and Justice facilitates activities,
cooperation and communication
among Wisconsin organizations and
individuals working toward the
creation of  a sustainable world, free
from violence and injustice.

This October marks my second and
final year as chair and board member of
WNPJ. I am honored to have served
WNPJ members and to have worked
closely with many talented, progressive
activists across the state. As chair, I have
come to realize the capacity of our net-
work. Many of our current board mem-
bers are also stepping down this Octo-
ber. I thank them for all their hard work,
dedication, and passion. I also thank the
returning board members for their un-
flinching resolve. I, too, welcome our
incoming new board members. The abil-
ity for our leadership to adapt and to re-
new nurtures WNPJ’s future growth.

This rebirth and growth, though, is only
possible through honest, open dialogue.
With a hundreds of individual members
and over 160 member groups, reaching
consensus is no mean feat for WNPJ.
Though different issues may motivate us
and different experiences shape us, we
all realize the importance of maintaining
and strengthening our statewide activist
network.

Our flexible structure and direct com-
munication creates endless opportunities
for WNPJ. We started over 20 years ago
as an information-sharing network, and
now our membership works together
statewide to influence public policy. I
challenge all of us to seize future oppor-
tunities to make our work for a peace
and justice agenda even more effective.
This is our capacity. Can we count on
you to help us attain it?

CHAIR’S REPORT
Jim Draeger, jim@wnpj.org

ON-LINE COURSE ON

“THE PRIVATIZATION

OF WAR” AVAILABLE

THIS FALL

WNPJ member Dan Kenney will be
teaching a course focusing on the use of
modern day mercenaries - private mili-
tary contractors - by the U.S. govern-
ment in the Alliance for Global Justice’s
new online activist school. The course
will run five weeks from Sept. 22-Oct.
8, 2011. The deadline for registration is
Sept. 16, 2011. The cost of the course is
$250. If you need fundraising tips to raise
the tuition, send an email to Jamie Way
at info@AFGJ.org. The purpose of the
Alliance for Global Justice’s online ac-
tivist school is to turn activists into orga-
nizers and organizers into better orga-
nizers through skills training courses and
information courses about U.S. milita-
rism and the movement to end it. For
more information on the content of the
course, contact: Dan Kenney, 303
Birchwood Lane, DeKalb, IL 60115,
dkenney@dekalbinterfaithnetwork.org
or 815-793-0950.

WNPJ Board members gather at the Farley Sustainable Living Center near Verona
for the annual retreat and anti-racism training, August 2011
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intent to negotiate the terms
of their imprisonment and
ultimately to renegotiate the
terms of their return to free
society. Anonymously and
without free world coach-
ing, they give voice to fear,
loneliness, anger, and dis-
connection from family and
community. Perhaps sur-
prisingly, they also display
complex humanity, self-dep-
recation and biting humor.

A medley of folk performers most use-
fully observant of prison landscapes in-
clude Robert Johnson, Lightnin Hopkins,
Hudie Ledbetter or “Leadbelly”, Walter
Brown “Brownie” McGhee and con-
temporary samplers, like Aaron Neville.
Bluesman B. T. Washington “Bukka”
White, who spent two years at Parchman
in the Mississippi Delta for a fatal shoot-
ing, turned his convict experiences into
a blues narrative called “Parchman Farm
Blues.” In a well-known call-and-re-
sponse pattern, the Parchman work gang
cut trees, drove rail spikes or similar
rhythmic tasks as they set social com-
mentary to music. They spoke of moth-
ers, wives, girlfriends – but with sly in-
sights about the loss of social capital and
its functional replacement by a new com-
munity or family of convicts. Upon his
release from Parchman, White recorded
an explicit “narrative” about re-entry
called “When Can I Change My
Clothes,” recalling his time in prison
stripes inside the razor wire while indulg-
ing fantasies about life outside.

Once inside, they found merciless
prison bosses, few if any visitors to bur-
nish free world connections, and the
seamlessness of life inside. A collected
prison song called “I Heard the Reports
of a Pistol,” tells about hard time and a
give-no-quarter prison boss: “I got a red-

eyed captain, squabbling boss. Oh, work
in the mud and the water, but he won’t
knock off.” Only a sense of humor and
humanity offered, some means of seg-
menting the seamlessness of structural
oppression. Note the sly humor in Aaron
Neville’s cover of “Angola Bound,”
which picks up a floating bit of folklore:
“I got lucky last Summer when I got my
time… My partner got a hundred, I got
ninety-nine.” And the theme of coming
to terms with convict life: “I’ll never go
free, oh lord, I’ll never be free.”

Who are the keepers of the folklore?
Can it be nurtured? Can it drive policy
changes? Self-help options aside, are
there not useful policy involvements and
free community opportunities that may
build upon prisoner initiative and self-ex-
pression? Malcolm X once confided, “I
don’t think anybody ever got more out
of going to prison than I did.”

Ronald Alexander, a young black in-
mate from Springfield, Missouri, who
found himself without education and
tucked away seemingly securely in
prison, reflected on his unpromising post-
release options, in a letter to the editors
of Savoy Magazine, “If we don’t act, the
problem [of young black men going to
prison and not college] will only esca-
late. I accept responsibility for my ac-
tions, and I do not blame anyone but my-

self. My goal is to attend
an HBCU [Historically
Black College or Univer-
sity] upon my release
and help rebuild the com-
munity that I helped de-
stroy. But others really
need to see options. Un-
educated criminals are
the same or worse when
they get out of their
cages and are put back
into the community.”

The formula for a successful post-re-
lease program is well known but it will
require a change in public attitudes and
the flexibility of free people. As impor-
tant as it is intuitively, educational oppor-
tunity for prisoners has been the most
variable item in prison budgets over the
last decades. Indeed, in Wisconsin as in
other states, budget allocations for in-
mate education have suffered a relent-
less and feckless retreat downward as
the budget for rougher “justice” has
surged steadily upward (e.g., more
guards, segregation units, more prisons,
and prisons with higher security ratings).

America may yet learn a thing or two
from its prisoners. Convicts may have
to become their own teachers, but ulti-
mately they may serve as our teachers.
Others cannot do it. We need to help in
the process amplifying the voices of the
best of those with captive minds and
active spirit our state has unwittingly nur-
tured inside the jails and prisons.

This is part of a longer article Pro-
fessor Ralston is writing on what in-
mates’ expressions of prison culture
are telling us, and on the need for
course corrections in post-release (re-
entry) policies and strategies. We are
grateful to him for allowing us to pub-
lish an abbreviated section of the
whole.

P.A.W. Prison Justice Action- Madison, September 2008

Caged Birds from front page
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On Sunday June 25, I was privileged
to be at the worship at Trinity United
Methodist Church. Trinity has been one
of Madison-area Urban Ministry’s
(MUM’s) partners for years. The rea-
son is clear - it is their commitment to
the idea of radical hospitality. Their in-
clusion of formerly incarcerated people
in the life of their congregation, their
participation in MUM’s Circles of Sup-
port Program, are witness to their form
of radical hospitality. Their willingness
to open their building to use by other faith
traditions is also witness to their radical
hospitality.

In both Jewish and Christian teachings,
we are instructed to respond to God’s
love by loving our neighbors. In Genesis
18 Abraham and Sarah welcome three
strangers. In Leviticus 19:33-34, God
commands Israel to welcome the
stranger and sojourner because the Is-
raelites were strangers in the land of
Egypt.

Eboo Patel, founder and President of
The Interfaith Youth Core describes radi-
cal hospitality this way. While he was
visiting his grandmother he found a
woman, a stranger living in the house.
When he asked his grandmother why she
would take in a stranger, reminding her
that it could be dangerous, his grand-
mother answered, “Because I’m a Mus-
lim, and this is what Muslims do.” Radi-
cal hospitality.

Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan
is the embodiment of radical hospitality.
In the parable, an expert in the Law of
Moses stood up and asked Jesus what
he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus
turns the question back to him and asks
him what is written in the Scriptures. The
man replies, “The Scriptures say, Love
the Lord your God with all your heart,
soul, strength and mind. They also say,
Love your neighbors as much as you
love yourself.” Jesus tells the man that

Radical Hospitality
Linda Ketcham, Director, Madison-area Urban Ministry

he has given the correct answer but the
man, as if looking for a way out, asks,
“Who are my neighbors?”

Inherent in Jesus’ answer – the story
of the Samaritan - is the belief that we
are all neighbors.

We live in a state and country where
we have lost our way as it relates to this
call to welcome the stranger. We have
lost our way, perhaps because we are
too afraid, afraid of neighbors who do
not look, speak, dress or worship like we
do. Currently most elected members of
the Legislature and House ignore the
question “who was the better neighbor”
seeking instead to define anyone who
does not think, act, look or worship like
them as “the other,” seeking to separate
neighbors rather than bringing them to-
gether as a community.

Radical hospitality is what every
MUM Circle of Support volunteer of-
fers to someone newly released from
prison. Radical hospitality is a commu-
nity that says to those returning from
prison, “Welcome home, we are glad you
are back with us, neighbor.” Radical
hospitality says to our courts, our legis-
lators, our police, that the formerly in-
carcerated person is my neighbor, is your
neighbor. Not only is he or she welcome
here, they belong here. Radical hospi-
tality must become the driving philoso-
phy behind our prison re-entry efforts.
Radical hospitality transcends race,
ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, gen-
der, sex, ability. Radical hospitality views
each and every individual, in the words
of the Unitarian Universalist Principles,
as having inherent worth and dignity.

For more information on MUM’s
Prisoner Re-entry programs, visit their
website, www.emum.org, and click on
‘What We Do’. MUM is a member
group of WNPJ.

Book Review

 by MUM volunteer,
Karen Reece

“The New Jim Crow: Mass Incar-
ceration in the Age of Colorblindness”
by Michelle Alexander
published by New Press, January 2010

We have all heard the numbers. With
over two million prisoners, the U.S. incar-
cerates more people than any other coun-
try in the world. The U.S. prison popula-
tion has quintupled since 1980. Although
African Americans comprise ~12% of the
U.S. population, they make up ~40% of
the prison population. Wisconsin is widely
known for incarcerating more African
Americans per capita than any other state.

Michelle Alexander argues that mass
incarceration serves to maintain a racial
caste system similar to that of the Jim Crow
Era (laws that maintained segregation be-
tween the 1870s and 1960s). Alexander
opens her argument with an enlightening
review of U.S. history describing the po-
litical environment that shaped Jim Crow,
sparked the War on Drugs and fueled mass
incarceration. She asserts that the War on
Drugs (which began in the 1970s) drove
the dramatic increase in the prison popu-
lation. Creation of financial incentives for
law enforcement, media propaganda and
institutionalized racism resulted in a dis-
proportionate effect on African Americans.
Disenfranchisement and legalized discrimi-
nation against felons seeking employment,
housing and education (eerily reminiscent
of Jim Crow) prevents the ex-offender
from improving his/her social status. Skep-
tics will appreciate the heavily referenced
assertions and logical discussions.

Alexander’s book, “The New Jim
Crow,” is densely packed with informa-
tion, yet is easy to read and difficult to put
down. Alexander’s intent is not to offer
solutions, but to spark discussion and
awareness. This is a call to action to all
people who care deeply about racial jus-
tice. In closing, Alexander stresses that the
noticeable silence from civil rights leaders
and organizations makes this an issue best
fought with “grassroots, bottom-up advo-
cacy on behalf of ‘all of us’.”
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What will prisoners teach us, if we lis-
ten to their words and view their art –
their calls to those of us on the outside?
They are trying to tell us about the inhu-
manity of today’s prison systems. For the
most part, in my experience, prisoners
do not deny that they should be punished
for their crimes. But today’s system too
often stretches beyond punishment, to
cruelty and castigation. And who, then,
are the people we release back into so-
ciety? Hurt people hurt people. I believe
that, in 20 years, people will look back at
the prison system of 2011 and ask, “What
on earth were they thinking?”

In the book, Hurt People Hurt People,
DarRen Morris and I are writing about
two men’s crimes, their experiences of
incarceration and their subsequent life
paths. One, a white man with powerful
political connections, served three
months of a twenty-year sentence. He
was released to the military, served there
and completed medical school on the G.I.
Bill. Had this not happened, I wouldn’t
have been born. He was able to access

Walking in Prison-Issue Shoes
Judith Adrian, Edgewood College

Painting by Animal in a Cage by
DarRen Morris.

This painting accurately depicts conditions
in Wisconsin prison segregation, often for
mentally ill prisoners. If you have suicidal
feelings, you are put in “observation
status”—stripped naked and locked in a
cell with a camera on you 24/7.  See more at:
ht tp: / /darrenmorrisart is t .blogspot .com/

2 0 1 0 / 1 0 / n e w - p i c t s . h t m l

Contact DarRen at #236425; PO Box 900;

Portage, Wi 53901

the unearned privilege of the world he
knew.

The other, a black man with no politi-
cal connections, has now served 17 years
of a life sentence – more than half of his
life in Wisconsin prisons. DarRen has
struggled with hearing impairment, men-
tal illnesses, and extreme abuse. He has
been able to access his voice through
painting and writing and, in so doing, to
keep spirit and soul intact.

In our writing, we are looking at issues
of race, class, and power as they relate
to inequities in incarceration. We are
looking at childhood experiences, expec-
tations and opportunities. We are explor-
ing prison life. And we are discovering
subsequent life paths, including my
father’s eventual involvement in medi-
cal experiments done on incarcerated
men and the ethical issues he had to have
faced in doing that work as he was able
to see prisoners as humans while living
the secret of having walked in prison-
issue shoes himself.

Passing the Torch

We are sad to report that WNPJ has
lost four long-time members recently:
Dr. Jim Allen, R. Thomas Arbogast,
Marjorie Colson and Anita Zibton. All
four had been actively involved in mem-
ber organizations for many years. Dr.
Allen was a great supporter of all the
work we do at WNPJ and received a
nomination for peacemaker of the year
in 2004. A member of Veterans for
Peace since 1991, he was a founding
member of Veterans for Peace -
Clarence Kailin Chapter 25, in Madison.
A retired social worker, Tom Arbogast
was instrumental in peace and justice
work throughout southwest Wisconsin
for decades and was named WNPJ’s
Senior Peacemaker of the Year in 2004.
Marjorie Colson was involved with the
“Joe Must Go” campaign in the early
‘50’s, to unseat then-senator Joe
McCarthy. She joined WNPJ in 1997 and

was active in the local Grey Panthers
group and the Dane County SOS Senior
Council. She worked tirelessly for the
adoption of a national singer-payer health
care system. As a young woman, Anita
Zibton demonstrated for peace during
Vietnam in Washington, D.C. and later
took her children to protest the Afghan
and Iraqi Wars.  More recently she
worked for peace closer to home, help-
ing organize the first peace walk in
Viroqua, and peace vigils that continued
until her illness. As a social worker, Anita
was a strong advocate for woman and
children.

Their departure leaves us with deep
sadness, and their contributions to peace
and justice will be missed. But the work
will continue, thanks to the younger
people stepping forward to fill their
shoes. Let’s cheer the energy and en-

thusiasm around WNPJ’s Solidarity Sing-
along, and thank song leader Chris
Reeder for his commitment. We also
get hope from the students and other
youth working on immigrant rights with
Union de Trabajadores Immigrantes and
Voces de la Frontera. And what a bonus
we have in our community with the pres-
ence of so many international and inter-
nationalist students at the UW campuses,
working to educate others about the im-
portance of international understanding
and to strengthen our commitments to
the United Nations and its agencies. Our
peace groups are also tremendously
strengthened by the young veterans re-
turning from Iraq and Afghanistan, who
know better than most U.S. residents the
need to end our occupations. There is
much to make us hopeful in the energy
of the next generation of peacemakers.
Thank you.
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NEWS OF MEMBER GROUPS

GRANNIES GIVE BIRTH

The Madison Raging Grannies
traveled to Eagle River and the

Northwood Grannies were
born at Many Ways of Peace.
Jessica Rosenberg, Northwoods

Raging Grannies

The Northwoods Raging Grannies
gaggle was conceived after a winter
peace studies series at Many Ways of
Peace in Eagle River. We’d heard the
Madison Grannies at the Capitol and
wanted our own group singing up North.
We asked the Madison Grannies to men-
tor us and Andree offered to host at her
beautiful Minocqua resort. In early May,
Barbara, Susan, and Mary from Madi-
son joined seven fledgling Northwoods
Grannies to bond over music, food, and
politics. Our debut was May 7 at Many
Ways’ “Peace Java Jam” (just a few
months after our February brainstorm
and “birth”). Since May, the Northwoods
Grannies have performed at monthly
Jams, at the North Central Wisconsin
Labor picnic, and on July 9, six Madison
Grannies rejoined our growing gaggle at
the Eagle River Peace Festival. This
looks like the beginning of a long, beau-
tiful and harmonious friendship!

Raging Grannies comment on issues by writing
humorous new lyrics for well-known songs. There
are Raging Grannies groups around the world.

http://raginggrannies.org

GROWING GRASSROOTS

COALITION OPPOSES

PENOKEE MINE IN
NORTHERN WISCONSIN

WELCOME
To The Wisconsin Center 4 Missing

Children & Adults (WCMCA). We look
forward to hearing more from WNPJ’s
newest member group. Please welcome
them to the network! You can contact
John D Robins-Wells at PO Box 33, Fort
Atkinson, WI 53538 or W5521 W Pleas-
ant Hill Rd., Jefferson, WI 53549. Phone:
920-220-1558 or 920-674-6960 E-mail:
wcmca@wcmckids.org Website:
www.wcmckids.org.

WNPJ members and allies — includ-
ing the Wisconsin Resources Protection
Council, Sierra Club and Madison
InfoShop, along with WNPJ’s environ-
ment working group — are actively sup-
porting residents of Ashland and Iron
Counties fighting the proposed strip mine
in the Penokee Hills and Bad River
Watershed, part of the Lake Superior
basin. Gogebic Taconite (GTac), a sub-
sidiary of the Cline Group, wants to open
a strip mine that will be a half-mile wide
and 22 miles long in the Penokee Hills.
This ore body runs just south of High-
way 77 from Upson, WI to southeast of
Mellen, WI. GTac and their legislator
friends tried to rewrite Wisconsin’s iron
ore mining laws. Their first attempt was
a total fiasco for the company, as the
lobbyist-written proposal was exposed as
trashing clean water regulations, giving
mining companies the right to declare
eminent domain, and eliminating local
mining impact committees. The bill was
withdrawn, but a second attempt to un-
dermine our current state protections is
expected this fall. For more, see
www.savethewatersedge.com and to
join WNPJ’s efforts on the issue, con-
tact us at diane@wnpj.org or (608)
250-9240.

OPPOSITION GROWS TO

FACTORY FARM NEAR

COLOMA

A group of citizens opposed to the con-
troversial 5,000-cow factory farm (called
the Richfield Dairy) has gained signifi-
cant strength since early July. Many
families living within just a few miles of
the proposed CAFO (Concentrated Ani-
mal Feeding Operation) were unaware
of it until this grassroots effort began.

Generations of family farming are being
threatened by the growth of these fac-
tory farms said Terry Tinkle, a WNPJ
member and resident of the Coloma
area. “It has been the policy of the state,
under the corrupting influence of the
agribusiness lobby, to create regulatory
loopholes and grant massive subsidies to
just a handful of factory dairy farm op-
erators.” noted John E. Peck, executive
director of Family Farm Defenders, a
WNPJ member group. Nearly 600
people turned out for a WI Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) hearing as
part of the permitting process on July
18th at the Adams Community Center.
Many corporate partners, contractors
and employees of Milk Source stated
their belief that Milk Source was deserv-
ing of the permit and a steward of the
environment. However, the majority of
area residents present pointed out that a

See No CAFO next page

See more photos at www.stoptherichfieldcafo.org.
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Phone 608-250-9240; E-Mail info@wnpj.org;  Website www.wnpj.org. WNPJ is a 501(c)3 organization and donations are tax-deductible.

WNPJ Membership Renewal Form

Type of Membership (Check one)
� Individual $35/yr
� Family $45/yr
� Fixed Income/War Tax Resister $15/yr
� Sustaining $52/yr ($1/wk)
� A-dollar-a-day for peace $365/yr
� Benefactor $_____/yr***
� Organization without paid staff $50/yr
� Organization with paid staff $75/yr
***You can pay monthly with PayPal online. See

www.wnpj.org “Join Us” for details.

Wisconsin Network for Peace and Justice
122 State Street, #405
Madison, WI 53703

Send completed form to:

Name_________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ___________________________________State _____ Zip __________

Phone ___________________E-mail________________________________

Contact Person for Organization Membership __________________________

I prefer my next newsletter on-line only, please   ____________________

No CAFO from previous page

Registration for the 20th Annual WNPJ
Assembly- Oct. 8th - Madison

 Keynote: Winona LaDuke
Name__________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________E-mail______________________Registration Amount enclosed $___________________

My WNPJ group wants to TABLE at this event_________________________________ ($10 suggested donation for tabling)

Learn more about the 2011 Fall Assembly and Lifetime Achievement Awards and Reception at www.wnpj.org.

 Yes! ____I want to make a donation for the 2011 Senator Fred Risser, Lifetime Achievement Award  $_________________

                                                       Total Amount Enclosed  $____________________________________________

$20/WNPJ members $25/non members

SUPPORT WNPJ THROUGH WORKPLACE GIVING

You can help strengthen WNPJ by par-
ticipating in — and promoting to your co-
workers — the Community Shares of
Wisconsin workplace giving campaign.
Community Shares is the nation’s oldest
social action fund. It raises funds to sup-
port its 63 member nonprofits, including
WNPJ! Many of these funds are raised
through workplace giving campaigns,
which are held each fall but can start as
early as August or run as late as Novem-
ber. Community Shares works with 130
public and private employers. You can visit
www.communityshares.com and click on
“partner businesses” under “workplace
giving” to see if your workplace is already
involved. If it is, please consider support-
ing WNPJ and Community Shares many
other worthy nonprofit members, and en-
couraging your colleagues to do the same!

You can choose how to donate:
* You can designate your gift to WNPJ

(and other particular groups, including sev-
eral of our member groups!), and WNPJ
will receive 100% of your donation —
none is taken out for administrative costs.

* You can designate your gift to Com-
munity Shares, and support all its wonder-
ful member nonprofits, including WNPJ.

Both types of gifts are needed and much
appreciated!

If your workplace doesn’t participate,
you can find information on the Commu-
nity Shares website about starting a work-
place giving campaign, or call them at 608-
256-1066. If you have questions about
WNPJ’s participation, please let us know
at diane@wnpj.org or 608-250-9240.

Thank you for your support of WNPJ and
Community Shares of Wisconsin, and for
all that you do!

dairy of 5,000 to possibly 8,000 cows will
have a negative impact on the quality of
air, water and life. These residents
strongly requested that the DNR do its
job and have an independent Environ-
mental Impact Study completed before
issuing any more permits. They identi-
fied the already high levels of nitrates in
existing ground water, the low water
aquifer levels in the proposed area and
the discharge of high phosphorus con-
taminated effluents into local streams as
areas of most concern. For more, see
www.stoptherichfieldcafo.org.



WNPJ ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERS

(New Members in bold)

Alliance for Animals–Madison
ACLU - Madison
American Federation of Teachers, Local

212 - Milwaukee
American Jews for a Just Peace -

Madison chapter
Anathoth Community Farm–Luck
Antigo People for Peace
Artha Sustainable Living Center, LLC -

Amherst
Beloit Monthly Meeting of Friends
Benedictine Women of Madison
Bread for the World – Appleton
Cable United Church of Christ
Candlelight Coalition–Wauwatosa
Casa Maria–Milwaukee
Church Women United of Wisconsin &

Madison Branch
Citizen Action of Wisconsin -

Milwaukee
Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger–

Merrimac
Coalition for Wisconsin Health–

Madison
Code Pink–Boscobel
Colombia Support Network–Madison
Community Action on Latin America–
Concerned Citizens of Newport, Inc.–

Wisconsin Dells
Congregation of St Agnes, Justice Peace

& Ecology Office–Fond du Lac
Coulee Progressives–LaCrosse
Dale Heights Presbyterian Church

Outreach Committee–Madison
DeKalb, IL Interfaith Network for P&J
Democratic Socialists of America–

Madison Area
East Timor Action Network–Madison
Echo Valley Hope, Inc - Ontario
ELCA Greater Milwaukee Synod–Peace

and Justice Committee
Family Farm Defenders–Madison
Farley Center for Peace, Justice and

Sustainability - Verona
Fellowship of Reconciliation–Fox

Valley Chapter
First Cong Church, UCC-Menomonie
First United Methodist Church, Church

and Society Committee–Madison
FOCCUS - Madison
Fox Valley Peace Coalition–Menasha
Gay Straight Alliance for Safe Schools
Grandmothers for Peace–Superior
Greater Wisconsin Committee -

Madison

Groundwork - Madison
Habiba Foundation–Janesville
Hill Connections–Chaseburg
Interfaith Coalition for Worker Justice -

Madison
International Committee for the Peace

Council–Madison
Iraqi & American Reconciliation Project

-IARP -  St. Paul, MN
Iraq Veterans Against the War - Madison
Juneau County Peace Committee–

Mauston
Kickapoo Peace Circle–Viroqua
LaCrosse Interfaith Justice and Peace

Network
Lakeshore Peacemakers–Manitowoc
Loaves and Fishes Catholic Worker–

Duluth
LUChA - Latinos United for Change and

Advancement - Madison
Lutheran Human Relations Association -

Milwaukee
Madison Arcatao Sister City Project
Madison Area Bus Advocates
Madison Area Peace Coalition
Madison Buddhist Peace Fellowship
Madison Friends of International

Students
Madison Friends Meeting–Peace &

Social Concerns Committee
Madison Hours Co-op
Madison Infoshop
Madison Mennonite Church
Madison MoveOn
Madison Pledge of Resistance
Madison Raging Grannies
Madison/Rafah Sister City Project
Madison Unitarian YouthMUUYACM
Madison-area Urban Ministry
Many Ways of Peace - Eagle River
Marquette University Center for

Peacemaking - Milwaukee
Mary House–Wisconsin Dells
Midwest Renewable Energy Association-

Custer
Milwaukee Fair Trade Coalition
Money, Education and Prisons Task

Force - Madison
Mother Fool’s Coffeehouse - Madison
Move to Amend - Madison
National Peace Foundation–Eau Claire
Northland Anti-War Coalition - Duluth
Northwoods Peace Fellowship–Wausau
Nukewatch–Luck
Offbeat Press - Oshkosh

One Wisconsin Now - Madison
Oshkosh Monthly Friends Meeting
OutReach! - Madison
PAX Christi–Madison
Peace Action Wisconsin–Milwaukee
Peace Economics–Madison
Peace North–Drummond
People for Peace–Waupaca
People’s Books Co-op - Milwaukee
Peregrine Forum–Madison
Physicians for Social Responsibility–WI
PNHP-WI - Linda and Eugene Farley

Chapter - Madison
Plowshare Center–Waukesha
Portage Area Peace Seekers
Prairie Unitarian Universalist Society -

Madison
Preserve Our Climate–Madison
Progressive Democrats of America - WI -

Trego
Progress Media - Oshkosh
Racine Coalition for Peace and Justice
Racine Dominicans Justice Outreach
Rainbow Bookstore Cooperative–

Madison
Rapids Citizens for Peace - Wisconsin

Rapids
Red Cedar Peace Initiative–Menomonie
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of

Wisconsin–Madison
River Falls Peace and Justice
Rock Ridge Community–Dodgeville
Rock Valley Fellowship of
       Reconciliation–Janesville
St. Norbert Abbey Justice and Peace

Committee–DePere
St. Norbert College, Peace &Justice

Center–DePere
School of Americas Watch–Madison
School Sisters of Notre Dame–Elm

Grove
SEIU Healthcare WI–Madison
SHAMA, Inc Projects - Plover
Single Payer Action Network - Madison
Sinsinawa Dominicans–Sinsinawa
Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy Cross–

Green Bay
Sisters of St. Joseph, TOSF
Sisters of the Divine Savior–Milwaukee
Socialist Party of South Central WI
Socialist Party of Wisconsin–Milw.
Social Justice Center - Madison
SOS Senior Council–Madison
South Central Federation of Labor,
       AFL-CIO–Madison

SC WI Move to Amend - DeForest
SW Grassroots Citizens for Peace–

Dodgeville
T.A.M.E. - Madison
The Madison Institute
Union de la Trabajadores Inmigrantes -

Madison
United Methodist Federation for Social

Action, WI Chapter - LaCrosse
United Nations Association–Dane Co &

Milwaukee Chapters  & Wisconsin
Division

UW-Milwaukee Peace Studies Program
UWW-P.E.A.C.E - Whitewater
Uppity Wisconsin Project - Menomonie
Veterans for Peace–Chapters #25-

Madison;, #102 - Milwaukee;#153
- Superior, & #114 Sheboygan

Voces de la Frontera - Milwaukee
Voices for Creative Nonviolence -

Chicago
Voices for Peace Institute, Eau Claire
Volunteer Missionary Movement -

Greendale
Watertown Peace and Democracy
Waukesha Catholic Worker
WAVE Educational Fund–Milwaukee
Waysmeet Quaker Center–Westby
We Are One World - Appleton
Weekly Gathering for Peace, Justice and

Sustainability - Madison
Winds of Peace–Projects in Vietnam
Wisconsin Books to Prisoners Project
WI Center 4 Missing Children &

Adults - Ft. Atkinson
Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic

Violence
Wisconsin Coalition to Normalize

Relations with Cuba–Milwaukee
Wisconsin Community Fund
Wisconsin Council of Churches–Peace

& Justice Committee
Wisconsin Democracy Campaign
Wisconsin Greens
WI Impeachment/Bring Our Troops

Home–Madison
Wisconsin National Organization of

Women - Madison
Wisconsin Resources Protection

Council–LaCrosse
Wisconsin Women’s Network
Women’s International League for Peace

and Freedom–Madison
Workers’ Rights Center - Madison
Yahara Friends Meeting–Monona
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