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The State of the Wisconsin Network for Peace and Justice
Reported at our Annual  Member Assembly on October  2, 2010 in Prairie du Sac, WI

and also available online at www.wnpj.org/history-and-mission

i. Staff – WNPJ pays staff the equivalent of one full-time position: Diane Farsetta
works 20 hours a week, and Steve Burns and Judy Miner each work 10 hours
a week. In addition, Steve Books works 2 hours a week on a grant from the
local Veterans for Peace chapter, Ilana Caplan does newsletter layout 3 times a
year, and we have a UW work study student, working 5 hours a week.

1. Diane Farsetta began as WNPJ’s new Director in August 2010, after
coordinating WNPJ’s Carbon Free Nuclear Free campaign last spring.

2. Our volunteer treasurer was Stefania Sani in 2010 and Jennifer First in
2011. Sheila Spear is our newsletter editor.  There are about 25 other
regular key volunteers, including Board members.

ii.Finances
1. WNPJ has a small budget of $50, 000 - $60,000 a year. Johnson,

Block and Company conducted our first-ever professional  audit in
2009, which we passed. We started 2010 with about $15,000,  and
will end the year with about $10,000. We rely heavily on membership
fees to sustain our organization, with a  few fundraising events. We
received no large grants in 2010, but individual donors supported a
membership match and our Carbon Free, Nuclear Free campaign.

2. WNPJ held a Spring Fundraiser in Milwaukee to kick-off our 20th year,
which raised nearly $7,000. Our Fall Assembly and recognition of the
Raging Grannies for a Lifetime Achievement Award raised $5,000. We
raised about $1,500 at our Pancakes for Peace event at the Midwest
Renewable Energy Fair in June 2010. We raised another $2,500 from
our annual holiday peace wreath recyling and education project.

3. WNPJ sponsored a water filtration system for an elementary school in
Najaf, Iraq, through the Iraqi American Reconciliation Project, a
member group. We also sponsored a youth camper at Friendship Camp
in Southwest WI, through our member group SW Grassroots Citizens
for Peace. We also supported a national Veterans for Peace gathering in
Maine this summer.



iii. Program – WNPJ supports the work of our 173 member groups. We also have four  active work groups, on
immigration, prison reform, immigration justice and anti-militarism. Through our work groups, WNPJ builds
coalitions and coordinates educational, outreach and advocacy campaigns on priority issues.

1. Diane Farsetta organized a lobby day last spring, working with members groupsand allies  in the Carbon
Free Nuclear Free coalition to support energy efficiency and renewables while opposing nuclear power.

2. WNPJ’s anti-racism work included educating our members about the Indian Logo Mascot Bill . After a 16
year battle, WNPJ Board member Barb Munson, also of the Wisconsin Indian Education Association
Indian Mascot and Logo Task Force, and other allies saw the passage of Act 250, which established a
complaint process for district residents concerned about race-based school logos and mascots.

3. Steve Burns and our anti-militarism work group coordinated an education campaign, Bring the Guard
Home, to support state oversight of federal deployment orders for the Wisconsin National Guard.

4.   WNPJ supported  member groups, including WAVE’s advocacy for gun safety, Voces de la Frontera’s for
a state drivers’ card, and WI Democracy Campaign’s for public financing of state court races.

iv. Meetings and Outreach
1. The WNPJ Board decided in 2010 to focus locally. We joined Community Shares of WI, a grassroots

social change fund in south central Wisconsin. Sheila Spear coordinates this work for WNPJ.
2. WNPJ holds two annual meetings: a spring Steering Committee meeting for contacts of our member groups

and a fall Member Assembly.  Our spring 2010 meeting was in Oneida, connecting with the Oneida Nation
near Green Bay, with a focus on sustainability and protecting sacred sites from mining. This was facilitated
by WNPJ Board members Barb Munson and Al Gedicks.  Our fall Assembly was in Baraboo, where
featured speakers Christine Neumann-Ortiz and Chip Berlet addressed immigration and hate groups.

3. WNPJ tabled for three days at the Renewable Energy Fair in central WI. We also held our annual
Pancakes for Peace event there, co-hosted by  Cham Nusz and Waupaca’s People for Peace.

4. WNPJ also tabled at the Madison Fair Trade Holiday Fair and Hours Holiday Fair, at Fighting Bobfest in
Baraboo, the Madison Farmers Market, at the Madison Lanterns for Peace event, and Pax Christi’s event
with renowned peace activist Fr. Roy Bougeoise of the School of the Americas Watch.

5. WNPJ’s annual Board retreat and anti-racism training was in Verona at the Farley Center for Peace and
Sustainability.

A complete list of WNPJ Board members
and their bios is available online, at
http://www.wnpj.org/node/464

WNPJ’s annual budgets, going back to
2009, are also available online, at
http://www.wnpj.org/node/376


